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16 December 1850

Holland, Michigan

After the opening prayer by the pastor, Rev. Albertus C. Van Raalte, the Consistory of
the First Reformed Church had its time taken up completely with complaints of people.
Two men were admonished to pay their debts to Widow Bosch; 0. D. Vander Sluis
threatened the Consistory that he will go to the civil authorities concerning a property
matter. The Consistory feels that Vander Sluis does not have a valid complaint. If he
does not repent, he will be refused the sacraments of the church.

In Dutch; translation by Rev. William Buursma.

Original in the collection of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of
Holland, Hope College, volume I, pp. 5-7.
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congregational meeting the discussion of the matter. He closed the meeting with a prayer
of thanksgiving.
Consistory Meeting held on December 16, 1850
Present were Rev. van Raalte, president; Wilterdink, Apeldoorn, Broek, Labots, and
Broersma, elders; de Weerd, Wilterdinlc, Plugger, and van den Berg, deacons.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by the president.
ARTICLE 2 — Brothers Veeneklaas and Jannes Hofman and Sister Widow Bosch
appeared at the meeting because Elder Labots had brought against them a complaint,
namely, that they have not dealt correctly with Ms. J. ter Vree. They have not returned to
her monies they owed, not even interest on the sum. The love which she had
demonstrated to them was responded to with ingratitude. Secondly, the small amounts
they have given were assessed at a high value. All of this has made her life unpleasant.
Rev. van Raalte and others admonished them and urged
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them to settle their obligations. Brother V. and H., at her request, accepted the
responsibility of paying 25 cents each weekly.
ARTICLE 2 — Brother van der Sluis appeared at the meeting, and begins by making a
request that the assembly not look upon him at this moment as O.D. (VDS) Van der
Sluis. Instead, he wishes to be seen as the guardian of his minor children. Ultimately, he
comes to the point that he has a complaint, namely, that he requests that Rev. van Raalte,
by the authority of the consistory, shall give him a statement of guardianship on behalf of
his minor children for the purchase of a village lot, which Rev. van Raalte had sold to his
deceased wife. Evidence for this is a receipt which he presents. He indicates that if his
wish is not granted, it will be necessary for him to bring the case to the civil authorities.
Rev. van Raalte responds that he is willing to give the requested receipt if Mr. van der
Sluis will accept a mortgage on the lot in question as a debt incurred by Post and Co.
Van der Sluis says that he has not come as O.D. but as a guardian. Rev. van Raalte says
that the debts have been incurred by van der Sluis, either as guardian or as property
owner,
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and that, in either case, he was involved in the administration and no one was aware that
he was the owner of the entire property. After the consistory had heard both parties, it
was judged that van der Sluis has come with an entirely groundless and wrong complaint.
Consequently, the assembly is unable to acquiesce in his request, and the consistory
admonishes him to retract his ungodly suspicions concerning Rev. van Raalte. They urge
him to humbly confess to the Lord and to seek forgiveness for his sins through the blood
of Christ.
The consistory appointed Brothers Labots and van den Berg to rebuke O.D. van der Sluis
and to call him to repent of his sins. Should he remain obstinate, they are to inform him
that he may not make use of the covenantal seals (baptism and Lord's Supper).
After prayer led by the clerk (twice), the meeting was informed that the matter discussed
in Article 6 in the meeting of November 5 has been resolved to the satisfaction of both
parties.
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